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With limited funds at his disposal, Andrew had enough to get the business 
off the ground, but knew a relatively small injection of cash would allow 
him to enter the industry in a really strong position. Having investigated 
the options, Andrew concluded that the DTI’s Small Firms Loan Guarantee 
(SFLG) was perfectly suited to his needs. 

Having been presented with a clear business plan and strong, yet realistic, 
financial projections, Venture was happy to authorise a £15k SFLG. This was  
combined with a Factoring facility, allowing A&J Print to access the value of unpaid  
invoices as soon as they are issued. Venture also arranged a three-month 
payment holiday, giving A&J Print valuable time to start generating sales.

It is fair to say that business ideas with real potential 
shine through, even at the planning stage. This was  
the case for Venture when asked to consider a 
proposition to fund the start-up of printing firm A&J 
Print - the brainchild of entrepreneur and print expert, 
Andrew Ballington-James. 

Andrew spotted a gap in the market for a specialist 
digital printing firm that could produce large format 
advertising hoardings, banners and bus sides. This is a 
niche area covered by only a few big competitors, so a 
start-up could compete on both price and service. 

Andrew explains that the overall package received from Venture allowed 
them to purchase four printers, rather than the two they could have 
afforded, effectively doubling their capacity overnight. “At the same time, 
the Factoring facility has provided us with a stable cashflow that has 
enabled us to deliver on our promises. Our ability to deliver first class 
results is demonstrated by the calibre of customers we have attracted 
within the first eight months, which include Orange and Coca-Cola.”

“The team at Venture truly understands our business and the market within 
which we operate, while also being genuinely friendly and approachable. 
As a result, discussions concerning our future growth and financial 
requirements have been painless. Unlike many new businesses, we are on 
track to hit our financial targets in our first year of trading.”

“The fact that I have already recommended five contacts to Venture, two 
of which have since become clients, is testament to the positive impact the 
financier has had on the company. I’m sure that most firms would benefit 
from a lump sum of cash, and I would urge anyone who has dreams of 
starting a business, or taking an existing operation to the next level, to 
consider the SFLG and invoice finance as a way of realising those goals.”

::
::
::
::
::
::
:: Case Study

A&J PRINT LTD
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FACTORING WITH BAD DEBT PROTECTION,  
SMALL FIRMS LOAN GUARANTEE

Cash injection gets printers rolling

Specialist digital print business A&J Print required a helping hand to aid start-up and growth. 

Venture was able to offer Factoring combined with a Small Firms Loan Guarantee. This allowed 

A&J Print to not only enter the market in a really strong position but ensured growth by effectively 

doubling their capacity overnight.

Venture is one of the few financiers able to offer the Small Firms  
Loan Guarantee in combination with invoice finance. I can honestly 
say that without the financial backing provided by Venture,  
A&J Print would not be in such a strong position today.

small firms loan guarantee




